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When Charlemagne died in 814 CE, he left behind a dominion and a legacy unlike anything seen in Western
Europe since the fall of Rome. Distinguished historian and author of The Middle Ages Johannes Fried
presents a new biographical study of the legendary Frankish king and emperor, illuminating the life and reign
of a ruler who shaped Europe’s destiny in ways few figures, before or since, have equaled.

Living in an age of faith, Charlemagne was above all a Christian king, Fried says. He made his court in Aix-
la-Chapelle the center of a religious and intellectual renaissance, enlisting the Anglo-Saxon scholar Alcuin of
York to be his personal tutor, and insisting that monks be literate and versed in rhetoric and logic. He erected
a magnificent cathedral in his capital, decorating it lavishly while also dutifully attending Mass every
morning and evening. And to an extent greater than any ruler before him, Charlemagne enhanced the
papacy’s influence, becoming the first king to enact the legal principle that the pope was beyond the reach of
temporal justice?a decision with fateful consequences for European politics for centuries afterward.

Though devout, Charlemagne was not saintly. He was a warrior-king, intimately familiar with violence and
bloodshed. And he enjoyed worldly pleasures, including physical love. Though there are aspects of his
personality we can never know with certainty, Fried paints a compelling portrait of a ruler, a time, and a
kingdom that deepens our understanding of the man often called “the father of Europe.”
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From reader reviews:

James Ponce:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Charlemagne is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Curt Roepke:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Charlemagne is kind of guide which is
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Louetta Cantrell:

The guide untitled Charlemagne is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Charlemagne
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Robert Maas:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is Charlemagne this publication consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.
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