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Winner of the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for History

From the winner of two Pulitzer Prizes and a National Book Award, a brilliant biography of Gen. George
Armstrong Custer that radically changes our view of the man and his turbulent times.

In this magisterial biography, T. J. Stiles paints a portrait of Custer both deeply personal and sweeping in
scope, proving how much of Custer’s legacy has been ignored. He demolishes Custer’s historical caricature,
revealing a volatile, contradictory, intense person—capable yet insecure, intelligent yet bigoted, passionate
yet self-destructive, a romantic individualist at odds with the institution of the military (he was court-
martialed twice in six years).

The key to understanding Custer, Stiles writes, is keeping in mind that he lived on a frontier in time. In the
Civil War, the West, and many areas overlooked in previous biographies, Custer helped to create modern
America, but he could never adapt to it. He freed countless slaves yet rejected new civil rights laws. He
proved his heroism but missed the dark reality of war for so many others. A talented combat leader, he
struggled as a manager in the West.

He tried to make a fortune on Wall Street yet never connected with the new corporate economy. Native
Americans fascinated him, but he could not see them as fully human. A popular writer, he remained apart
from Ambrose Bierce, Mark Twain, and other rising intellectuals. During Custer’s lifetime, Americans saw
their world remade. His admirers saw him as the embodiment of the nation’s gallant youth, of all that they
were losing; his detractors despised him for resisting a more complex and promising future. Intimate,
dramatic, and provocative, this biography captures the larger story of the changing nation in Custer’s
tumultuous marriage to his highly educated wife, Libbie; their complicated relationship with Eliza Brown,
the forceful black woman who ran their household; as well as his battles and expeditions. It casts surprising
new light on a near-mythic American figure, a man both widely known and little understood.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Beatrice Pearson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for people. The book Custer's Trials: A Life on the Frontier of a New
America was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The reserve Custer's Trials: A Life on the Frontier of a New America is not only
giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Custer's Trials:
A Life on the Frontier of a New America. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Bert Gomes:

This book untitled Custer's Trials: A Life on the Frontier of a New America to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Natalie Renz:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One
of them is this Custer's Trials: A Life on the Frontier of a New America.

Vanessa Kistler:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Custer's Trials: A Life on the
Frontier of a New America.
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