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Ex nihilo nihil fit. Philosophy, especially great philosophy, does not appear out of the blue. In the current
volume, a team of top scholars-both up-and-coming and established-attempts to trace the philosophical
development of one of the greatest philosophers of all time. Featuring twenty new essays and an
introduction, it is the first attempt of its kind in English and its appearance coincides with the recent surge of
interest in Spinoza in Anglo-American philosophy.

Spinoza's fame-or notoriety-is due primarily to his posthumously published magnum opus, the Ethics, and, to
a lesser extent, to the 1670 Theological-Political Treatise. Few readers take the time to study his early works
carefully. If they do, they are likely to encounter some surprising claims, which often diverge from, or even
utterly contradict, the doctrines of the Ethics. Consider just a few of these assertions: that God acts from
absolute freedom of will, that God is a whole, that there are no modes in God, that extension is divisible and
hence cannot be an attribute of God, and that the intellectual and corporeal substances are modes in relation
to God. Yet, though these claims reveal some tension between the early works and the Ethics, there is also a
clear continuity between them.

Spinoza wrote the Ethics over a long period of time, which spanned most of his philosophical career. The
dates of the early drafts of the Ethics seem to overlap with the assumed dates of the composition of the
Treatise on the Emendation of the Intellect and the Short Treatise on God, Man, and His Well Being and
precede the publication of Spinoza's 1663 book on Descartes' Principles of Philosophy. For this reason, a
study of Spinoza's early works (and correspondence) can illuminate the nature of the problems Spinoza
addresses in the Ethics, insofar as the views expressed in the early works help us reconstruct the
development and genealogy of the Ethics. Indeed, if we keep in mind the common dictum "nothing comes
from nothing"-which Spinoza frequently cites and appeals to-it is clear that great works like the Ethics do not
appear ex nihilo. In light of the preeminence and majesty of the Ethics, it is difficult to study the early works
without having the Ethics in sight. Still, we would venture to say that the value of Spinoza's early works is
not at all limited to their being stations on the road leading to the Ethics. A teleological attitude of such a sort
would celebrate the works of the "mature Spinoza" at the expense of the early works. However, we have no
reason to assume that on all issues the views of the Ethics are better argued, developed, and motivated than
those of the early works. In other words, we should keep our minds open to the possibility that on some
issues the early works might contain better analysis and argumentation than the Ethics.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Anderson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Young Spinoza: A
Metaphysician in the Making to read.

May Chapa:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Young Spinoza: A Metaphysician in the
Making as your daily resource information.

Georgia Evans:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
The Young Spinoza: A Metaphysician in the Making, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Tommy Wright:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This The Young Spinoza: A Metaphysician in the Making can give
you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Young Spinoza: A Metaphysician in the
Making.
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