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Behind the bloody acts of terrorism, the mobs chanting with upraised fists, the backroom and front-page
politics in the Middle East, stand powerful religious leaders cloaked in mystery and fanaticism. Spokesmen
for the Despised lifts the veils, presenting eight vivid portraits of fundamentalist leaders who have turned
their charismatic religious authority to powerful political ends.

The deeds of the men profiled in this book make history and headlines, whether through the anti-American
rhetoric of the late Iranian revolutionary, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini; the violent acts of Hizbullah, the
Lebanese Shi'ite movement headed by Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Fadlallah; or the group of Jewish rabbis
who appear to have inspired the assassination of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. No one better
exemplifies this history-making than Shaykh Ahmad Yasin, the spiritual leader of Hamas, who from his
Israeli jail cell continues to influence Hamas's efforts to eliminate both Israel and the PLO. Also featured are
the spiritual guides of the radical Jewish settler movement Gush Emunim, the Sudanese sponsor of "the
Islamic Awakening," the preacher who inflamed Upper Egypt, and the ideological leader of the Zionist
International Christian Embassy.

These riveting biographies include interviews with true believers and bitter opponents, and in several cases
with the subjects themselves, carefully placing the lives of these charismatic leaders in the contexts of their
religious traditions and their varied social, political, and religious settings. Spokesmen for the Despised is an
essential volume for anyone wishing to understand the relationship between religion and politics in the
Middle East.

Contributors: Ziad Abu Amr, Gideon Aran, Yaakov Ariel, Daniel Brumberg, Patrick D. Gaffney, Samuel
Heilman, Martin Kramer, and Judith Miller
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Graham:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Spokesmen for the Despised:
Fundamentalist Leaders of the Middle East is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Walter Gagne:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Spokesmen for the Despised: Fundamentalist
Leaders of the Middle East, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on
its called reading friends.

Meagan Shaffer:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Spokesmen for the Despised:
Fundamentalist Leaders of the Middle East that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man
or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Spokesmen for the Despised: Fundamentalist Leaders of the
Middle East become your own personal starter.

Mark Miller:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Spokesmen for the Despised: Fundamentalist Leaders
of the Middle East or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those
publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other
book likes Spokesmen for the Despised: Fundamentalist Leaders of the Middle East to make your spare time
far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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