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This is the first book in any language to offer a comprehensive analysis of the political culture of the Russian
Revolution. Orlando Figes and Boris Kolonitskii examine the diverse ways that language and other symbols
- including flags and emblems, public rituals, songs, and codes of dress - were used to identify competing
sides and to create new meanings in the political struggles of 1917. The Revolution was in many ways a
battle to control these systems of symbolic meaning, the authors find. The party or faction that could master
the complexities of the lexicon of the revolution was well on its way to mastering the revolution itself. The
book explores how key words and symbols took on different meanings in various social and political
contexts. 'Democracy', 'the people', or 'the working class', for example, could define a wide range of
identities and moral worlds in 1917. In addition to such ambiguities, cultural tensions further complicated the
revolutionary struggles. Figes and Kolonitskii consider the fundamental clash between the Western political
discourse of the socialist parties and the traditional political culture of the Russian masses. They show how
the particular conditions and perceptions that coloured Russian politics in 1917 led to the emergence of the
cult of the revolutionary leader and the culture of the Terror. Orlando Figes was Professor of History at
Birkbeck College, London. He is the author of 'Peasant Russia', 'Civil War' and 'A People's Tragedy: The
Russian Revolution 1891-1924'. Boris Kolonitskii was Senior Researcher at the Institute of History of the
Academcy of Sciences in St. Petersburg.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Russell:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a guide. The book Interpreting the Russian Revolution: The Language and Symbols
of 1917 it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not
too expensive but this book features high quality.

Lisa Martin:

The book untitled Interpreting the Russian Revolution: The Language and Symbols of 1917 contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all
the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author
gives you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Isabel McNeal:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As
we know those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around
the world. From the book Interpreting the Russian Revolution: The Language and Symbols of 1917 we can
have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this
book Interpreting the Russian Revolution: The Language and Symbols of 1917. You can more inviting than
now.

Roy Jordan:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that will
filled update of news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the Interpreting the Russian Revolution: The Language and Symbols of 1917
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