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Amid the spiritual and intellectual turmoil of seventeenth-century England, the Quakers emerged and grew
into a distinct and enduring religious movement. This book offers a fresh and striking insight into early
Quaker history through a study of their distinctive ways of speaking, which, together with their use of
silence, served as a specific identifying feature of the movement.

Using the combined perspectives of the ethnography of speaking, symbolic anthropology, and the historical
sociology of religion, Richard Bauman shows that for the very early Quakers speaking and silence were key
symbols, providing both a vocabulary for conceptualizing their principles as well as a vehicle for carrying
these principles into action. Silence was not merely an abstention from speaking or an empty interval
between utterances, but an act as richly textured and multidimensional in its meanings as speaking. Both
unified thought and action. Professor Bauman discusses many instances of the operation of speaking and
silence, including, among other central elements of early Quaker belief and practice, the contexts and
settings of Quaker religious communication, the patterns and functions of Quaker "plain language," and the
Quaker testimony against the swearing of oaths. In particular, he examines the role of the minister, both as a
dynamic speaker who played out the tension between speaking and silence, and as a link between the outside
world and the Quaker inner community. He also uses the role of the minister to trace the changes in
speaking, and, correspondingly, the direction of the Quaker movement, during the seventeenth century.

This book is unique in that it comprehends both the cultural and social aspects of Quaker history by
explicating their construction of meaning through their use of language. Its unified approach will make it of
interest to sociolinguists, social historians, symbolic anthropologists, and sociologists of religion.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Blum:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Let Your
Words Be Few: Symbolism of Speaking and Silence Among Seventeenth-Century Quakers? Maybe it is to
get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Cicely Silber:

This Let Your Words Be Few: Symbolism of Speaking and Silence Among Seventeenth-Century Quakers
tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Let
Your Words Be Few: Symbolism of Speaking and Silence Among Seventeenth-Century Quakers can be one
of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Let Your Words
Be Few: Symbolism of Speaking and Silence Among Seventeenth-Century Quakers giving you an enormous
of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Gerard Williams:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Let Your Words Be Few: Symbolism of Speaking and
Silence Among Seventeenth-Century Quakers why because the excellent cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Cody Chenault:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Let Your Words Be Few: Symbolism of
Speaking and Silence Among Seventeenth-Century Quakers can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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