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From the 1880s through the 1920s a motley collection of American scholars, soldiers of fortune, institutional
bureaucrats, and financiers created the academic fields that give us our knowledge of the ancient Near East.
Bruce Kuklick's new book begins with the story of the initial adventure of these determined investigators--a
twelve-year dig near the Biblical Babylon, at Nippur, conducted at intervals from 1888 through 1900 and
bankrolled by the Babylonian Exploration Fund. To unearth tens of thousands of cuneiform tablets, the
leaders of this venture faced harsh living conditions in the desert and an academic war of each against all that
was quickly begun at the site itself. As their knowledge increased, they risked their personal religious beliefs
in the search for historical truth. Kuklick discusses their tribulations to illuminate two other contemporary
developments: first, the maturation of the American university, particularly in contrast to its German
counterpart; and second, the influence of religious-secular conflict on the ways in which Western scholarship
appropriated or appreciated other cultures.

The Nippur expedition spawned unseemly (and entertaining) fights among the University of Pennsylvania,
Johns Hopkins, Yale, Harvard, and Chicago for leadership in the study of the ancient Near East--not to
mention disagreements with their own developing museums and an international scandal called the Hilprecht
controversy. More significant than these quarrels was the concern for the meaning of history displayed in this
period of Near Eastern scholarship. The field was linked to Biblical criticism and Judeo-Christian interests,
and many of the orientalists originally possessed strong religious commitments--which some put aside as
they struggled for objectivity. As recent critics have shown, "orientalism" was an example of the West's
ability to appropriate the "other" for its own purposes. However, Kuklick's study demonstrates that the
censure of orientalism hinges on modes of argumentation that scholars of the ancient Near East helped to
legitimate, and at no small cost to themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Tate:

The book Puritans in Babylon make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make examining a book Puritans in Babylon to be your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like open and read a book Puritans in Babylon. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Shameka Smith:

The particular book Puritans in Babylon has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading
this article book.

Jill Beery:

This Puritans in Babylon is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details
accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences
but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Puritans in Babylon in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer
you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Melinda Walton:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Puritans in Babylon can be the reply, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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