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"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof;…."

—From the First Amendment

Religious freedom is often designated as America’s "first freedom," and securing religious freedom as a
constitutional right is one of our nation’s greatest contributions to the world. In part because of the First
Amendment’s Free Exercise Clause, in tandem with its prohibition on the establishment of religion,
American religious life has been among the most energetic and varied in the Western world. But the scope of
"the free exercise of religion" has always caused controversies, from Mormon polygamy in the late 1800s to
a 1990 case involving peyote use by Native American worshipers. Religious freedom has thus become a
remarkably rich subject for students not only of religion and law, but of American history and political
institutions.

This superb volume presents key excerpts from a range of scholarship on issues concerning free exercise of
religion. The selections cover the historical background of religious freedom in the founding period; the
challenges of drawing the proper boundary between religious freedom and legal duties; the protection of
religious freedom by legislatures through statutes as well as by courts through judicial decisions; the
challenges of defining "religion" in a pluralistic society; and much more.

Because the recent story of religious freedom and the law involves questions concerning which institution
should act to protect that freedom – legislatures or courts, states or the federal government – this book will
be of great use for classes not only in religion and law or civil rights, but also in political institutions and
governmental structure. The accessible essays can also give interested lay readers a valuable education in a
key provision of the U.S. Constitution.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Clark:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Free Exercise of Religion
Clause: The First Amendment (Bill of Rights Series). All type of book could you see on many resources.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Colleen Holden:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book The Free Exercise of Religion Clause: The First Amendment
(Bill of Rights Series) ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide The Free Exercise of Religion Clause:
The First Amendment (Bill of Rights Series) is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship with the book The Free Exercise of Religion Clause: The First Amendment
(Bill of Rights Series). You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Eva Oleary:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled The Free Exercise of Religion Clause: The First
Amendment (Bill of Rights Series) can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Lillian Trimmer:

The particular book The Free Exercise of Religion Clause: The First Amendment (Bill of Rights Series) has
a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.
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