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The ability of human beings to feel compassion or empathy for one another—and express that emotion by
offering comfort or assistance—is an important antidote to violence and aggression. In ancient Greece, the
epics of Homer and the tragic dramas performed each spring in the Theater of Dionysus offered citizens
valuable lessons concerning the necessity and proper application of compassionate action. This book is the
first full-length examination of compassion (eleos or oiktos in Greek) as a dramatic theme in ancient Greek
literature.

Through careful textual analysis, James F. Johnson surveys the treatment of compassion in the epics of
Homer, especially the Iliad, and in the works of the three great Athenian tragedians: Aischylos, Euripides,
and Sophokles. He emphasizes reciprocity, reverence, and retribution as defining features of Greek
compassion during the Homeric and Archaic periods. In framing his analysis, Johnson distinguishes
compassion from pity. Whereas in English the word “pity” suggests an attitude of superiority toward the
sufferer, the word “compassion” has a more positive connotation and implies equality in status between
subject and object. Although scholars have conventionally translated eleos and oiktos as “pity,” Johnson
argues that our modern-day notion of compassion comes closest to encompassing the meaning of those two
Greek words. Beginning with Homer, eleos normally denotes an emotion that entails action of some sort,
whereas oiktos usually refers to the emotion itself. Johnson also draws associations between compassion and
the concepts of fear and pity, which Aristotle famously attributed to tragedy.

Because the Athenian plays are tragedies, they mainly show the disastrous consequences of a world where
compassion falls short. At the same time, they offer glimpses into a world where compassion can generate a
more beneficial—and therefore more hopeful—outcome. Their message resonates with today’s readers as
much as it did for fifth-century Athenians.
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From reader reviews:

Sara Pacheco:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Acts of Compassion in Greek Tragic Drama (Oklahoma Series in
Classical Culture Series). Try to stumble through book Acts of Compassion in Greek Tragic Drama
(Oklahoma Series in Classical Culture Series) as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you
really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So ,
let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Earl Quintana:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Acts of Compassion in Greek Tragic Drama
(Oklahoma Series in Classical Culture Series) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading the book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or acceptable book with you?

Josephine Weeks:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that
question mainly because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Acts of
Compassion in Greek Tragic Drama (Oklahoma Series in Classical Culture Series) to read.

Curtis Swasey:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Acts of Compassion in Greek Tragic Drama
(Oklahoma Series in Classical Culture Series) can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this
one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? Let us have Acts of Compassion in Greek Tragic Drama (Oklahoma Series in Classical Culture



Series).
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