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    No part of the United States escaped the ravages of the Great Depression, but some coped with it better
than others. This book examines New Deal relief programs in Kansas throughout the Depression, focusing
on the relationship between the state and the federal government to show how their successful operation
depended on the effectiveness of that partnership.

            Ranging widely over all of Kansas’s 105 counties, Peter Fearon provides a detailed analysis of the
key relief programs for both urban and rural areas and shows that the state’s Republican administration—led
by FDR’s later presidential opponent Governor Alf Landon—effectively ran New Deal welfare policies. As
early as 1933, federal officials reported the Kansas central relief administration to be one of the most
efficient in the country, and funding for farm policies was generous enough to keep many Kansas farm
families off the relief rolls. Indeed, historically high levels of social spending ensured that New Deal
initiatives were radical for their day, but Fearon shows that, especially in Kansas, fears of the debilitating
effects of the dole and the insistence on means testing and work relief served as conservative balances to the
threat of a dependency culture.

Drawing on extensive research at the county level, Fearon examines relief problems from the perspective of
recipients, social workers, and poor commissioners, all of whom had to cope with inadequate and fluctuating
funding. He plumbs the sometimes volatile relationships between social workers and their clients to illustrate
the formidable difficulties faced by the former and explain reasons for—and effects of—strikes and riots by
the latter. He also investigates the operation of work relief, considers the treatment of women and blacks in
the distribution of welfare resources, and assesses the effects of the WPA on employment—showing that the
majority of those eligible were unable to secure positions and were forced to fall back on county relief.

            Kansas in the Great Depression is an insightful look at how federal, state, and local authorities
worked together to deal with a national emergency, revealing the complexities of policy initiatives not
generally brought to light in studies at the national level while establishing important links between pre-
Roosevelt policies and the New Deal. It reaffirms the virtues of government programs run by dedicated
public officials as it opens a new window on Americans helping Americans in their darkest hours.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Reyes:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed
Kansas in the Great Depression: Work Relief, the Dole, and Rehabilitation? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

David Patton:

This Kansas in the Great Depression: Work Relief, the Dole, and Rehabilitation are reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Kansas in the Great Depression: Work
Relief, the Dole, and Rehabilitation can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that might be will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Kansas in the Great Depression: Work Relief, the Dole, and
Rehabilitation giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Ann Bland:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Kansas in the Great Depression:
Work Relief, the Dole, and Rehabilitation publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still hesitation Kansas in the Great Depression: Work Relief, the Dole, and Rehabilitation as good book
not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its
include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Angela Kiefer:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the Kansas in the Great Depression: Work Relief, the Dole, and Rehabilitation when you
essential it?
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