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It is hoped that the present volume will supply a want that is really felt by students of philosophy in our
universities—the want of an English text-book on General Metaphysics from the Scholastic standpoint. It is
the author’s intention to supplement his Science of Logic and the present treatise on Ontology, by a volume
on the Theory of Knowledge. Hence no disquisitions on the latter subject will be found in these pages: the
Moderate Realism of Aristotle and the Schoolmen is assumed throughout.
In the domain of Ontology there are many scholastic theories and discussions which are commonly regarded
by non-scholastic writers as possessing nowadays for the student of philosophy an interest that is merely
historical. This mistaken notion is probably due to the fact that few if any serious attempts have yet been
made to transpose these questions from their medieval setting into the language and context of contemporary
philosophy. Perhaps not a single one of these problems is really and in substance alien to present-day
speculations. The author has endeavoured, by his treatment of such characteristically “medieval” discussions
as those on Potentia and Actus, Essence and Existence, Individuation, the Theory of Distinctions, Substance
and Accident, Nature and Person, Logical and Real Relations, Efficient and Final Causes, to show that the
issues involved are in every instance as fully and keenly debated—in an altered setting and a new
terminology—by recent and living philosophers of every school of thought as they were by St. Thomas and
his contemporaries in the golden age of medieval scholasticism. And, as the purposes of a text-book
demanded, attention has been devoted to stating the problems clearly, to showing the significance and
bearings of discussions and solutions, rather than to detailed analyses of arguments. At the same time it is
hoped that the treatment is sufficiently full to be helpful even to advanced students and to all who are
interested in the “Metaphysics of the Schools”. For the convenience of the reader the more advanced portions
are printed in smaller type.
The teaching of St. Thomas and the other great Schoolmen of the Middle Ages forms the groundwork of the
book. This corpus of doctrine is scarcely yet accessible outside its Latin sources. As typical of the fuller
scholastic text-books the excellent treatise of the Spanish author, Urraburu, has been most frequently
consulted. Much assistance has also been derived from Kleutgen’sPhilosophie der Vorzeit, a monumental
work which ought to have been long since translated into English. And finally, the excellent treatise in the
Louvain Cours de Philosophie, by the present Cardinal Archbishop of Mechlin, has been consulted with
profit and largely followed in many places. The writer freely and gratefully acknowledges his indebtedness
to these and other authors quoted and referred to in the course of the present volume…
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From reader reviews:

Harley Fabry:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Ontology: Or the Theory of
Being book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Bess Malloy:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This Ontology: Or the Theory of Being is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Darrin Russell:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Ontology: Or the Theory of Being your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written
in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just
before. The Ontology: Or the Theory of Being giving you another experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Lawrence Woods:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Ontology: Or the Theory of Being offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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