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The clergy today faces mounting challenges in an increasingly secular world, where declining prestige makes
it more difficult to attract the best and the brightest young Americans to the ministry. As Christian churches
dramatically adapt to modern changes, some are asking whether there is a clergy crisis as well. Whatever the
future of the clergy, the fate of millions of churchgoers also will be at stake.
In Who Shall Lead Them?, prizewinning journalist Larry Witham takes the pulse of both the Protestant and
Catholic ministry in America and provides a mixed diagnosis of the calling's health. Drawing on dozens of
interviews with clergy, seminarians and laity, and using newly available survey data including the 2000
Census, Witham reveals the trends in a variety of traditions. While evangelicals are finding innovative paths
to ministry, the Catholic priesthood faces a severe shortage. In mainline Protestantism, ministry as a second
career has become a prominent feature. Ordination ages in the Episcopal and United Methodist churches
average in the 40s today. The quest by female clergy to lead from the pulpit, meanwhile, has hit a "stained
glass ceiling" as churches still prefer a man as the principal minister. While deeply motivated by the mystery
of their "call" to ministry, America's priests, pastors, and ministers are reassessing their roles in a world of
new debates on leadership, morality, and the powers of the mass media.
Who Shall Lead Them? offers a valuable snapshot of this contemporary clergy drama. It will be required
reading for everyone concerned about the rapidly shifting ground of our churches and the health of religion
in America.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campanelli:

This Who Shall Lead Them?: The Future of Ministry in America book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This Who Shall Lead Them?: The Future of Ministry in America without we know
teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Who Shall
Lead Them?: The Future of Ministry in America can bring once you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Who Shall
Lead Them?: The Future of Ministry in America having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Matthew Lyons:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you buy
it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen
inside you if you take Who Shall Lead Them?: The Future of Ministry in America as your daily resource
information.

David Hester:

The book untitled Who Shall Lead Them?: The Future of Ministry in America is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Who Shall Lead Them?: The Future of
Ministry in America from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Mildred Shaw:

The reason? Because this Who Shall Lead Them?: The Future of Ministry in America is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-



book store hurriedly.
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