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According to a Gallup poll, 70 percent of Americans want elected officials to serve only a limited number of
terms. Nevertheless, every two years American voters return, on average, more than 95 percent of
incumbents to the U.S. House of Representatives. John Hibbing's book provides unique evidence of the
problems that would result from congressional term limitations.

The first scholar to analyze congressional careers using longitudinal data, Hibbing looks at how the career
patterns of a typical House member have evolved over the last forty years. By showing that the gap between
the legislative contributions of junior and senior members has grown in recent years, Hibbing contends that
as members gain in seniority they become more knowledgeable, efficient, and valuable legislators. Thus he
argues against congressional term limitations.

Hibbing's findings illuminate other fundamental and surprising changes. House members now are as
electorally secure early in their careers as they are late, and they are less likely to deviate from their
previously established roll call voting pattern. Members acquire positions of authority (subcommittee chairs)
more quickly than they used to, but these more rapid gains evaporate by the sixth or seventh term of service.
Also, House members travel to their home districts less frequently than they did ten years ago.

Congressional Careers is a fascinating portrait of the evolution of American legislators during their
congressional service. It is the only study of congressional behavior that is both comprehensive and
longitudinal -- valuable features in an era when congressional careerism is coming under acute public
scrutiny.
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From reader reviews:

Jan Doyle:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Congressional Careers: Contours of Life in
the U.S. House of Representatives will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make
you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or ideal book with you?

Marc Starr:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book Congressional Careers: Contours of Life in the U.S. House
of Representatives has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Congressional Careers: Contours of Life in the
U.S. House of Representatives is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship while using book Congressional Careers: Contours of Life in the U.S. House of Representatives.
You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

James Garza:

Why? Because this Congressional Careers: Contours of Life in the U.S. House of Representatives is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you
I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

James Snider:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Congressional Careers: Contours of Life in the U.S.
House of Representatives can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books
have than the others?
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