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Dear Gloria is the diary of a Japanese teenager, Toneko Kimura, written in the form of letters to her
childhood best friend Gloria Goodman. Toneko started the diary after leaving America, where she had been
living since she was five years old. The impending war led many Japanese nationals to return "home,"
although it was a barely remembered home for Toneko. She could speak only elementary Japanese, preferred
Western clothing, and wrote her diary in English. She thought like an American, spoke like an American,
and behaved like an American. Along with other returnees, Toneko was forced to go to a special school that
reintegrated children into Japanese culture, language, and society.

Her fluency in English was first scorned, but became a sought-after skill in wartime Japan. At seventeen she
was recruited to act in Japanese propaganda radio programs transmitted in English to American forces in the
Pacific, much like the infamous "Tokyo Rose." She used the opportunity to reach out to America again,
hoping that Gloria was somehow listening across the sea.

After the bombing of Hiroshima and the Emperor's surrender, Toneko felt torn by her divided loyalties.
Japan was no longer at war with America, but for the first time Toneko felt she was betraying her country by
harboring love for America. She stopped addressing her diary entries to Gloria and began to write
exclusively in Japanese Soon after, Toneko's bilingual abilities were called upon again, this time by the
American army of occupation to serve as an interpreter for the Yokohama War Crimes Trials. Still just a
teenager, Toneko sat in the courtroom with the accused Japanese officers and translated the proceedings and
verdicts to them. Working for U.S. forces and flirting with handsome GIs, Toneko felt the pull of American
culture once again. In a tempestuous time, Toneko's diary captures the fascinating love triangle between a
teenage girl and two nations at war.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Loch:

The book Dear Gloria: Homesick for America in Wartime Japan can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Dear Gloria: Homesick for
America in Wartime Japan? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Dear Gloria: Homesick for America in Wartime Japan has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Christopher Riley:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be read.
Dear Gloria: Homesick for America in Wartime Japan can be your answer as it can be read by you who have
those short free time problems.

Roy Stoudt:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Dear Gloria:
Homesick for America in Wartime Japan provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Blake Darden:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just spending
your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in the top
list in your reading list will be Dear Gloria: Homesick for America in Wartime Japan. This book which can
be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward
and review this book you can get many advantages.
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