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Beloved stage and screen actor Danny Aiello’s big-hearted memoir reveals a man of passion, integrity, and
guts—and lays bare one of the most unlikely success stories ever told.

Danny Aiello admits that he backed into his acting career by mistake. That’s easy to see when you begin at
the beginning: Raised by his loving and fiercely resilient mother in the tenements of Manhattan and the
South Bronx, and forever haunted by the death of his infant brother, Danny struggled early on to define who
he was and who he could be. Shoeshine boy, numbers runner, and pool hustler were among the first identities
he tried on. After getting into trouble on the streets, he enlisted in the army at seventeen, served in Germany,
and was honorably discharged. Later, as an unemployed high school dropout raising a family of his own,
Danny was burdened with serious depression by the time he landed a job as a bouncer at a Hell’s Kitchen
comedy club. Taking to the stage in the wee hours to belt out standards, Danny Aiello found his voice and
his purpose: He was born to act. Performing in converted churches and touring companies led to supporting
roles in such films as The Godfather: Part II and Moonstruck, and an Oscar nomination for his role as the
embattled Salvatore in Spike Lee’s Do the Right Thing. For a guy who had never set foot in an acting class,
this was supreme validation for being an outsider who followed his heart.

In a raw and real chronicle of his gritty urban past, Danny Aiello looks back with appreciation, amusement,
and frank disbelief at his unconventional road to success. He offers candid observations on working with
luminary directors Francis Ford Coppola, Woody Allen, and Robert Altman, among others, and a vast roster
of actors, including Robert De Niro, Paul Newman, Madonna, Cher, and Lauren Bacall. He opens up about
friends he loved, friends he lost, and the professional relationships that weren’t meant to be. Above all,
Danny Aiello imparts a life lesson straight out of his own experience to anyone who’s ever felt like an
outsider: It’s never too late to become who you want to be, to find happiness and fulfillment, and to embrace
the winding road to get there.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bosse:

In other case, little persons like to read book I Only Know Who I Am When I Am Somebody Else: My Life
on the Street, On the Stage, and in the Movies. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important the book I Only Know Who I Am When I Am Somebody Else:
My Life on the Street, On the Stage, and in the Movies. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Shirley Raine:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book I Only Know Who I Am When I Am
Somebody Else: My Life on the Street, On the Stage, and in the Movies will make you to end up being
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which
open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that?
Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Elaine Moore:

The feeling that you get from I Only Know Who I Am When I Am Somebody Else: My Life on the Street,
On the Stage, and in the Movies could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside
words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but I
Only Know Who I Am When I Am Somebody Else: My Life on the Street, On the Stage, and in the Movies
giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can
go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that I Only
Know Who I Am When I Am Somebody Else: My Life on the Street, On the Stage, and in the Movies
instantly.

Orville Hightower:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book I Only Know Who I Am When I Am
Somebody Else: My Life on the Street, On the Stage, and in the Movies to make your own personal reading
is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy



book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It
is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve I Only Know Who I
Am When I Am Somebody Else: My Life on the Street, On the Stage, and in the Movies can to be your
brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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