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Birds sing and call, sometimes in complex and beautiful arrangements of notes, sometimes in one-line
repetitions that resemble a ringtone more than a symphony. Listening, we are stirred, transported, and even
envious of birds' ability to produce what Shelley called "profuse strains of unpremeditated art." And for
hundreds of years, we have tried to write down what we hear when birds sing. Poets have put birdsong in
verse (Thomas Nashe: "Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo") and ornithologists have transcribed bird
sounds more methodically. Drawing on this history of bird writing, in Aaaaw to Zzzzzd John Bevis offers a
lexicon of the words of birds. For tourists in Birdland, there could be no more charming phrasebook.
Consulting it, we find seven distinct variations of "hoo" attributed to seven different species of owls, from a
simple hoo to the more ambitious hoo hoo hoo-hoo, ho hoo hoo-hoo; the understated cheet of the tree
swallow; the resonant kreeaaaaaaaaaaar of the Swainson's hawk; the modest peep peep peep of the meadow
pipit. We learn that some people hear the Baltimore oriole saying "here, here, come right here, dear" and the
yellowhammer saying "a little bit of bread and no cheese." Bevis, a poet, frames his lexicons -- one for North
America and one for Britain and northern Europe -- with an evocative appreciation of birds, birdsong, and
human attempts to capture the words of birds in music and poetry. He also offers an engaging account of
other methods of documenting birdsong -- field recording, graphic notation, and mechanical devices
including duck calls and the serinette, an instrument used to teach song tunes to songbirds. The singing of
birds is nature at its most sublime, and words are our medium for expressing this sublimity. Aaaaw to Zzzzzd
belongs in the bird lover's backpack and on the word lover's bedside table, an unexpected and sui generis
pleasure.
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From reader reviews:

Ila Robinette:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Aaaaw to
Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North America, Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT Press)? Maybe it is being
best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

David Conte:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of
Birds: North America, Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT Press) that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
all you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of
Birds: North America, Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT Press) become your own starter.

Edgar Curtis:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North America,
Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT Press) can make you sense more interested to read.

Mary Scruggs:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of
Birds: North America, Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT Press) to make your current reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to
make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be very
first opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the book Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of
Birds: North America, Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT Press) can to be your brand new friend when



you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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