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The New York Times praised Communist Party reporter John L. Spivak's shocking 1932 novel Georgia
Nigger as having "the weight and authority of a sociological investigation." This Southern Classics edition
makes Spivak's narrative available to modern readers, augmented with a new introduction by David A. Davis
as well as additional documents Spivak gathered during his investigation into the abuses of the Depression-
era Southern prison system.
Georgia Nigger exposes the institutionalized system of sharecropping, debt peonage, and exorbitant chain
gang sentences that trapped many southern black men in a cycle of labor exploitation. Spivak (1897-1981)
gained unlikely access to chain gangs through the Georgia Prison Commission, and his book combines
elements of muckraking reportage and proletarian fiction to offer a sensational and damning case for prison
reform.
The plot follows David Jackson, the son of black sharecroppers, who is released from a chain gang then
almost immediately re-arrested and bound over to a white planter as a peon. Jackson escapes peonage only to
be arrested again as a vagrant and sentenced to another chain gang. He tries to escape again with the help of
an older inmate, but they are both captured and suffer torturous punishments. Spivak's novel has merit both
as revealing historical account of sharecropping and chain gangs and as a compelling literary allegory of an
individual confronted by sweeping social forces.
For Depression-era readers, Georgia Nigger provided outrage beyond its obvious depictions of inhumanity
and torture. The book hinges on the crime of vagrancy, a charge often used to force into labor persons
without obvious means of income. In this particular arrangement, being unemployed was a crime in itself,
which allowed for the exploitation of the economically vulnerable. Like many writers and intellectuals of his
era, Spivak sought to expose the abuses committed against the nation's most impoverished. His book
combines elements of labor rabble-rousing, radical fiction, and documentary photography to depict the lives
of black Southerners and to indict a flawed system of labor and justice.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Thomas:

The feeling that you get from Hard Times on a Southern Chain Gang: Originally Published as the Novel
Georgia Nigger (1932) (Southern Classics) could be the more deep you searching the information that hide
within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but Hard Times on a Southern Chain Gang: Originally Published as the Novel Georgia Nigger
(1932) (Southern Classics) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
specific Hard Times on a Southern Chain Gang: Originally Published as the Novel Georgia Nigger (1932)
(Southern Classics) instantly.

Robert Prather:

The actual book Hard Times on a Southern Chain Gang: Originally Published as the Novel Georgia Nigger
(1932) (Southern Classics) will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you.
The book Hard Times on a Southern Chain Gang: Originally Published as the Novel Georgia Nigger (1932)
(Southern Classics) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Don Morris:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Hard Times on a Southern Chain Gang: Originally Published
as the Novel Georgia Nigger (1932) (Southern Classics) why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic
as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Mary Jacobs:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Hard Times on a Southern Chain Gang:
Originally Published as the Novel Georgia Nigger (1932) (Southern Classics) can give you a lot of good
friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great



individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Hard Times on a Southern Chain Gang: Originally Published as
the Novel Georgia Nigger (1932) (Southern Classics).
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