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Through an absorbing investigation into recent, high-profile scandals involving one of the largest kosher
slaughterhouses in the world, located unexpectedly in Postville, Iowa, Aaron S. Gross makes a powerful case
for elevating the category of the animal in the study of religion. Major theorists have almost without
exception approached religion as a phenomenon that radically marks humans off from other animals, but
Gross rejects this paradigm, instead matching religion more closely with the life sciences to better theorize
human nature.

Gross begins with a detailed account of the scandals at Agriprocessors and their significance for the
American and international Jewish community. He argues that without a proper theorization of "animals and
religion," we cannot fully understand religiously and ethically motivated diets and how and why the events at
Agriprocessors took place. Subsequent chapters recognize the significance of animals to the study of religion
in the work of Ernst Cassirer, Emile Durkheim, Mircea Eliade, Jonathan Z. Smith, and Jacques Derrida and
the value of indigenous peoples' understanding of animals to the study of religion in our daily lives. Gross
concludes by extending the Agribusiness scandal to the activities at slaughterhouses of all kinds, calling
attention to the religiosity informing the regulation of "secular" slaughterhouses and its implications for our
relationship with and self-imagination through animals.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Goodell:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
The Question of the Animal and Religion: Theoretical Stakes, Practical Implications the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one application form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The The Question of the Animal and
Religion: Theoretical Stakes, Practical Implications giving you yet another experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Gabriel Harris:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The
Question of the Animal and Religion: Theoretical Stakes, Practical Implications will give you new
experience in examining a book.

Ronald Smith:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The
Question of the Animal and Religion: Theoretical Stakes, Practical Implications which is obtaining the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Susan Gaier:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
know that reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra The
Question of the Animal and Religion: Theoretical Stakes, Practical Implications.
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