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Taking as its guiding emblem Christine de Pizan's metaphor of a city of ladies, this volume refuses to treat
the medieval woman writer as an anomaly, a lone genius who somehow managed to transcend the limitations
of her sex. It insists that women have always participated fully, if not equally, with men in the creation of
culture, even during the Middle Ages and it examines the record of women's cultural participation in
medieval England. The very novelty of this idea suggests that the recovery of women's writing should
precipitate a thorough revision of the assumptions on which the traditional literary canon and most of our
literary history were built. The book weaves together a survey of medieval women's writing in English with
an analysis of the theoretical issues at stake in their recovery, demonstrating that a closer attention to the
texture of women's lives and literacies illuminates the collective nature of women's writing and its dialogic
relations with the dominant culture. Laurie A. Finke challenges medieval historians to consider how a better
understanding of women's lives and intellectual interests will alter traditional understandings of this period;
at the same time she challenges feminist literary theorists to consider the ways in which medieval literature
calls into question the notion of authorship upon which modern literary criticism, and with it feminist
criticism, has depended.

Women's Writing in English: Medieval England examines women's writing not only in traditional genres
such as poetry, drama, and romance but in a variety of genres which are often excluded from literary canons
including medical treatises, correspondence, and the visionary and devotional genres in which women wrote
most prolifically. Major writers examined include Julian of Norwich, Margery Kempe, and the Paston
women. In addition, the author examines the influence on English literary history of major continental
writers such as Marie de France and Christine de Pizan.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Casale:

This Women's Writing in English: Medieval England (Longman Critical Readers Series) are reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Women's Writing in English:
Medieval England (Longman Critical Readers Series) can be one of the great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that maybe will
shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Women's Writing in English: Medieval
England (Longman Critical Readers Series) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

Debbie Gagnon:

The reserve with title Women's Writing in English: Medieval England (Longman Critical Readers Series)
has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Effie Peoples:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and Women's Writing in English: Medieval England
(Longman Critical Readers Series) or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher
or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Women's Writing in English: Medieval England (Longman
Critical Readers Series) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Owen Neri:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Women's Writing in English: Medieval
England (Longman Critical Readers Series) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill
of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Women's Writing in English: Medieval England



(Longman Critical Readers Series) can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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