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When someone says, at a holiday dinner table, “Oh, those Lawrence cousins lose control all the time,” or the
Davises always had more talent than luck,” you can be sure there’s a lesson being passed along, from one
generation to another. Who tells stories to whom and about what is never a random matter.

Our family stories have a secret power: they play a unique role in shaping our identity and our sense of our
place in the world. They give us values, inspirations, warnings, and incentives. We need them. We use them.
We keep them. They reverberate throughout our lives, affecting our choices in love, work, friendship, and
lifestyle.

Elizabeth Stone, whose grandparents came from Italy to Brooklyn, artfully weaves her own family stories
among the stories of more than a hundred people of all backgrounds, ages, and regions—clarifying for us
predictable types of family legends, providing ways to interpret our own stories and their roles in our lives.
She examines stories of birth, death, work, money, and romantic adventure—all in the context of the family
storytelling ritual. And she shows how stories about our most ancient ancestors may provide answers at
milestone moments in our lives, as well as how stories about our newest family members carve out places for
them so that they will fit into their families, comfortably or otherwise.

Upon its initial publication in 1988, Studs Terkel said that the book is “A wholly original approach to an
ancient theme: family storytelling and its lasting mark on the individual.” Judy Collins noted that “Elizabeth
Stone’s marvelous book on family myths and fables is irresistible. It lets us in on our own secrets in a
provocative and exciting way.” And Maggie Scarf wrote, “What a clever topic, and how beautifully
Elizabeth Stone has written about it! I recommend Black Sheep and Kissing Cousins for everyone who has
ever been raised in a family.”
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gines:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their
can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need that Black Sheep and Kissing Cousins: How Our Family
Stories Shape Us to read.

Joshua Bush:

The book Black Sheep and Kissing Cousins: How Our Family Stories Shape Us has a lot details on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after perusing this book.

David Anthony:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Black Sheep and Kissing Cousins: How Our Family Stories Shape Us will give you new
experience in reading through a book.

Ronald Ruggles:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Black Sheep and Kissing Cousins: How Our Family Stories Shape Us we can have
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your
life with this book Black Sheep and Kissing Cousins: How Our Family Stories Shape Us. You can more
inviting than now.
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