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This book takes a major step in psychological anthropology by applying new analytic tools from cognitive
science to one of the oldest and most vexing anthropological problems: the nature of "primitive" thought.

For a decade or more there has been broad agreement within anthropology that culture might be usefully
viewed as a system of tacit rules that constrain the meaningful interpretation of events and serve as a guide to
action. However, no one has made a serious attempt to write a cultural grammar that would make such rules
explicit. In Culture and Inference Edwin Hutchins makes just such an attempt for one enormously instructive
case, the Trobriand Islanders' system of land tenure.

Using the propositional network notation developed by Rumeihart and Norman, Hutchins describes native
knowledge about land tenure as a set of twelve propositions. Inferences are derived from these propositions
by a set of transfer formulas that govern the way in which static knowledge about land tenure can be applied
to new disputes. After deriving this descriptive system by extensive observation of the Trobrianders' land
courts and by interrogation of litigants, Hutchins provides a test of his grammar by showing how it can be
used to simulate decisions in new cases.

What is most interesting about these simulations, generally, is that they require all the same logical
operations that arise from a careful analysis of Western thought. Looking closely at "primitive" inference in a
natural situation, Hutchins finds that Trobriand reasoning is no more primitive than our own.
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From reader reviews:

Toni Bays:

The book Culture and Inference: A Trobriand Case Study (Cognitive Science Series) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a
book Culture and Inference: A Trobriand Case Study (Cognitive Science Series)? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could
give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Culture and Inference: A Trobriand Case Study
(Cognitive Science Series) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Betty McClanahan:

The feeling that you get from Culture and Inference: A Trobriand Case Study (Cognitive Science Series) is a
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Culture and Inference: A Trobriand Case Study
(Cognitive Science Series) giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
Culture and Inference: A Trobriand Case Study (Cognitive Science Series) instantly.

Brandon Macdonald:

This Culture and Inference: A Trobriand Case Study (Cognitive Science Series) are reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Culture and Inference: A Trobriand Case
Study (Cognitive Science Series) can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Culture and Inference: A Trobriand Case Study
(Cognitive Science Series) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Kevin Hardy:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Culture and
Inference: A Trobriand Case Study (Cognitive Science Series) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why



not try out this book? Let's notice.
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