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The opera singer Giusto Ferdinando Tenducci was one of the most famous celebrities of the eighteenth
century. Mozart and Bach both composed for him. He was nothing less than a rock star of his day, with a
massive female following. He was also a castrato.

Ranging from the salons of princes and the grand opera houses of Europe to the remote hill towns of
Tuscany, Helen Berry's compelling account of the unconventional love story of the castrato and his wife
offers fascinating insight into the world of opera and the history of sex and marriage in Georgian Britain.
Berry vividly describes how women flocked to Tenducci's concerts and found him irresistible. Indeed, his
young singing pupil, Dorothea Maunsell, found him so irresistible that she eloped with him. A huge scandal
erupted and her father persecuted them mercilessly.

Dorothea joined her husband at his concerts, achieving a status she could never have dreamed of as a
respectable girl. She also wrote a sensational account of their love affair, an early example of a teenage
novel. Embroiled in debt, the Tenduccis fled to Italy, and the marriage collapsed when she fell in love with
another man. There followed a highly publicized and unique marriage annulment case in the London courts.
Everything hinged on the status of the marriage, whether the husband was capable of consummation, and
what exactly had happened to him as a small boy in a remote Italian hill village decades before.

Telling the remarkable story of Tenducci for the first time, The Castrato and His Wife is both an exhilarating
read and a perceptive commentary on the meaning of marriage, one that still resonates today.
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From reader reviews:

Kermit Diaz:

Here thing why this specific The Castrato and His Wife are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy
as food or not. The Castrato and His Wife giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any guide out there but there is no book that similar with The Castrato and His Wife. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The
Castrato and His Wife in e-book can be your choice.

Lisa Knight:

This The Castrato and His Wife are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why.
The reason why of this The Castrato and His Wife can be one of the great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that perhaps
will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Castrato and His Wife
forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Barbara Gunter:

The book untitled The Castrato and His Wife contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains
your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry,
you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so
you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Arlene Miller:

Beside this The Castrato and His Wife in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Castrato and His
Wife because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from currently!
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