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What does it mean to be an American, and what can America be today? To answer these questions,
celebrated philosopher and journalist Bernard-Henri Lévy spent a year traveling throughout the country in
the footsteps of another great Frenchman, Alexis de Tocqueville, whose Democracy in America remains the
most influential book ever written about our country.
The result is American Vertigo, a fascinating, wholly fresh look at a country we sometimes only think we
know. From Rikers Island to Chicago mega-churches, from Muslim communities in Detroit to an Amish
enclave in Iowa, Lévy investigates issues at the heart of our democracy: the special nature of American
patriotism, the coexistence of freedom and religion (including the religion of baseball), the prison system, the
“return of ideology” and the health of our political institutions, and much more. He revisits and updates
Tocqueville’s most important beliefs, such as the dangers posed by “the tyranny of the majority,” explores
what Europe and America have to learn from each other, and interprets what he sees with a novelist’s eye
and a philosopher’s depth.
Through powerful interview-based portraits across the spectrum of the American people, from prison guards
to clergymen, from Norman Mailer to Barack Obama, from Sharon Stone to Richard Holbrooke, Lévy fills
his book with a tapestry of American voices–some wise, some shocking. Both the grandeur and the hellish
dimensions of American life are unflinchingly explored. And big themes emerge throughout, from the
crucial choices America
faces today to the underlying reality that, unlike the “Old World,” America remains the fulfillment of the
world’s desire to worship, earn, and live as one wishes–a place, despite all, where inclusion remains not just
an ideal but an actual practice.
At a time when Americans are anxious about how the world perceives them and, indeed, keen to make sense
of themselves, a brilliant and sympathetic foreign observer has arrived to help us begin a new conversation
about the meaning of America.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Head:

This American Vertigo: Traveling America in the Footsteps of Tocqueville are reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The reason of this American Vertigo: Traveling America in the Footsteps of
Tocqueville can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book
is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types.
Beside that this American Vertigo: Traveling America in the Footsteps of Tocqueville forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Conrad Degregorio:

American Vertigo: Traveling America in the Footsteps of Tocqueville can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing American
Vertigo: Traveling America in the Footsteps of Tocqueville but doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Henry Baker:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book American Vertigo: Traveling America in the
Footsteps of Tocqueville was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book American
Vertigo: Traveling America in the Footsteps of Tocqueville has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose
the best book for you and try to like reading that will.

Tessa Krieger:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is American Vertigo: Traveling America in the
Footsteps of Tocqueville.
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