
Carter's Conversion: The Hardening of American
Defense Policy

Brian Auten

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0826218164
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0826218164
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0826218164


Carter's Conversion: The Hardening of American Defense
Policy

Brian Auten

Carter's Conversion: The Hardening of American Defense Policy Brian Auten
When presidential candidate Jimmy Carter advocated defense budget cuts, he did so not only to save money
but also with the hope of eventually abolishing nuclear weapons. Three yearslater, when President Carter
announced his support of full-scale development of the MX missile and modernization of NATO’s Long-
Range Theater Nuclear Force, it marked a dramatic policy shift for his administration.

In light of Carter’s cost-cutting in the first year of his administration, previous observers have attributed
Carter’s subsequent shift either to the “shocks of 1979”—the Soviet Union’s move into Afghanistan and the
seizure of power by Islamic revolutionaries in Iran—or to domestic political pressure, such as interest group
activity, executive-legislative bargaining, or interbureaucratic conflict. Brian Auten now argues that these
explanations only partially explain this midterm policy change.

In Carter’s Conversion, Auten reveals how strategic ideas and studies, allied relations, and arms control
negotiations each worked to deflect Carter’s initial defense stance away from the policy path suggested by
the prevailing international military environment. He also shows how the administration’s MX and Long-
Range Theater Nuclear Force decisions subsequently hardened following significant adjustments to these
three variables.

Employing the approach to international relations known as neoclassical realism, Auten demonstrates that
Carter reassessed his strategic thinking and revised his policy stance accordingly. Integrating declassified
documents, interviews, and private archives with a mountain of secondary sources, he provides a historical
analysis of defense policy transformation over the first three years of the Carter administration and a detailed
examination of how Carter and his national security team addressed challenges posed by the expansion of
Soviet military power.

Full of rich history and cogent analysis, Carter’s Conversion presents a wealth of detailed arguments about
how Carter adjusted his policy outlook, couched in a thorough understanding of weapons, arms control
dynamics, and defense policy-making. As a revision ofcommon interpretations, it provides both an example
of self-correcting policy change and a realist argument about the end of superpower détente and the start of
the “Second Cold War.”
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Morin:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Carter's Conversion: The
Hardening of American Defense Policy will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence
if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate
book with you?

Armando McFarland:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important normally. The book Carter's Conversion: The Hardening of American Defense
Policy was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The publication Carter's Conversion: The Hardening of American Defense
Policy is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored.
You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Carter's
Conversion: The Hardening of American Defense Policy. You never feel lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Laverne Dunbar:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Carter's Conversion: The Hardening of American Defense Policy can be
excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Suzanne Robbins:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Carter's Conversion: The Hardening
of American Defense Policy is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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