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From the Chicago Conspiracy Trial and the O. J. Simpson trial to the Clarence Thomas/Anita Hill
congressional hearings, legal and legislative proceedings in the latter part of the twentieth-century kept
Americans spellbound. Situated on the shifting border between imagination and the law, trial plays edit,
arrange, and reproduce court records, media coverage, and first-person interviews, transforming these
elements into a performance. In this first book-length critical study of contemporary American documentary
theater, Jacqueline O’Connor examines in depth ten such plays, all written and staged since 1970, and
considers the role of the genre in re-creating and revising narratives of significant conflicts in contemporary
history.

Documentary theater, she shows, is a particularly appropriate and widely utilized  theatrical form for
engaging in debate about tensions between civil rights  and institutional power, the inconsistency of justice,
and challenges to gender norms. For each of the plays discussed, including The Trial of the Catonsville Nine,
Unquestioned Integrity: The Hill/Thomas Hearings, and The Laramie Project, O'Connor provides historical
context and a brief production history before considering the trial the play focuses on. Grouping plays
historically and thematically, she demonstrates how dramatic representation advances our understanding of
the law's power while revealing the complexities that hinder society's pursuit of justice. 
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Kang:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Documentary Trial Plays in
Contemporary American Theater (Theater in the Americas) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Francis Mason:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be smart in
receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can help
persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Documentary Trial Plays in Contemporary
American Theater (Theater in the Americas) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge.
Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jose Jones:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Documentary
Trial Plays in Contemporary American Theater (Theater in the Americas) suitable to you? The actual book
was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Documentary Trial Plays in
Contemporary American Theater (Theater in the Americas)is one of several books that will everyone read
now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all
of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Louise O\'Neill:

The publication with title Documentary Trial Plays in Contemporary American Theater (Theater in the
Americas) posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This
book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone,
so you can read it anywhere you want.
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