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The poet Melvin B. Tolson (1898-1966) was once recognized as one of black America's most important
modernist voices. Playful, fluent, and intellectually sophisticated, his poems stirred up significant praise, and
some lively criticism, during his lifetime but have been out of print for decades and essentially left out of the
literary canon. With the publication of this first complete collection of his work, Tolson can finally be given
his proper place in American poetry.

This volume brings together Tolson's three books of poetry--Rendezvous with America (1944), Libretto for
the Republic of Liberia (1953) and Harlem Gallery (1965)--as well as fugitive poems after 1944. His work
has at times been controversial because of his historical, intellectual subject matter, and his commitment to
the priorities of art rather than the imperatives of politics. However a fresh reading of his challenging
masterpiece, Harlem Gallery, a poem in 24 cantos, reveals an urgent meditation on the plight of the black
artist in a white society and a concern with social justice that locates Tolson in the mainstream of African
American writing. Such powerful themes, as well as his range of tone and mesmerizing imagery, have won
Tolson a growing number of enthusiastic admirers, who place him alongside such legendary black poets as
Langston Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks, and Robert Hayden.

While his peers Hughes and Countee Cullen were part of the Harlem Renaissance, Melvin B. Tolson was not
identified with any particular movement, and his legacy in American literature has been elusive. This book,
enhanced by a moving introduction by Rita Dove and useful notes by editor Raymond Nelson, provides the
text for a renewed appreciation of one of the great talents in AfricanAmerican poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Waddell:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled "Harlem Gallery" and Other Poems of Melvin B. Tolson. Try to
make the book "Harlem Gallery" and Other Poems of Melvin B. Tolson as your good friend. It means that it
can being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Alysha Johnson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking "Harlem Gallery" and
Other Poems of Melvin B. Tolson that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you may pick "Harlem Gallery" and Other Poems of Melvin B. Tolson
become your current starter.

Oliver Watts:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This "Harlem Gallery" and Other
Poems of Melvin B. Tolson can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Mattie Martin:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the "Harlem Gallery" and Other Poems of Melvin B. Tolson when you desired it?
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