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In Shapes of American Ballet: Teachers and Training before Balanchine, Jessica Zeller introduces the first
few decades of the twentieth century as an often overlooked, yet critical period for ballet's growth in
America. While George Balanchine is often considered the sole creator of American ballet, numerous
European and Russian émigrés had been working for decades to build a national ballet with an American
identity. These pedagogues and others like them played critical yet largely unacknowledged roles in
American ballet's development. Despite their prestigious ballet pedigrees, the dance field's exhaustive focus
on Balanchine has led to the neglect of their work during the first few decades of the century, and in this
light, this book offers a new perspective on American ballet during the period immediately prior to
Balanchine's arrival. Zeller uses hundreds of rare archival documents to illuminate the pedagogies of several
significant European and Russian teachers who worked in New York City. Bringing these contributions into
the broader history of American ballet recasts American ballet's identity as diverse-comprised of numerous
Euro-Russian and American elements, as opposed to the work of one individual.

This new account of early twentieth century American ballet is situated against a bustling New York City
backdrop, where mass immigration through Ellis Island brought the ballet from European and Russian opera
houses into contact with a variety of American forms and sensibilities. Ballet from celebrated Euro-Russian
lineages was performed in vaudeville and blended with American popular dance styles, and it developed new
characteristics as it responded to the American economy. Shapes of American Ballet delves into ballet's
struggle to define itself during this rich early twentieth century period, and it sheds new light on ballet's
development of an American identity before Balanchine.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Bostwick:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Shapes of American Ballet: Teachers and Training before
Balanchine as your daily resource information.

Lea Wheeler:

Exactly why? Because this Shapes of American Ballet: Teachers and Training before Balanchine is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or
you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Patricia Stroud:

Shapes of American Ballet: Teachers and Training before Balanchine can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in
writing Shapes of American Ballet: Teachers and Training before Balanchine nevertheless doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can
be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Cassandra Giron:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This guide Shapes of American Ballet: Teachers and Training before
Balanchine was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways
to get book which you wanted.
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