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A well-known observer of Taiwan and Asian history and culture provides an insightful biography of Lee
Teng Hui, the pro-democracy statesman and former president of the Republic of China. As head of the
Taiwanese government from 1988 to 2000, Lee managed, without violence or major civil unrest, to reform
the authoritarian state into a constitutional democracy with a multi-party political system. This examination
of Lee's success puts to rest the idea that Asian values support only authoritarian regimes and reject human
rights and political democracy in favor of economic success and military power.

Richard C. Kagan describes in rich detail Lee's struggle to reinvent Taiwan's culture and political system by
advocating an independent sovereign nation with universal values of human rights, democracy, freedom, and
economic justice. His book offers new insights into the role Lee played in the still volatile Taiwan Strait
crisis and how Lee's diplomatic skills used the crisis to break free of the "One China" straitjacket of the
Shanghai Communiqué of 1972 while avoiding open warfare with the People's Republic of China. The
author argues that Taiwan is a vital part of America's national security interests in Asia and that the loss of
Taiwan to Mainland China would seriously damage American economic and military power in Asia. He calls
Lee's life a beacon for people looking for new ways to promote democracy and sovereignty and intends this
biography of Lee's life to highlight the statesman's significant contributions, until now little known or
misunderstood in the United States and Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Sonia Shipley:

The actual book Taiwan's Statesman: Lee Teng-hui and Democracy in Asia has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after perusing this book.

Alfred Stevens:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Taiwan's Statesman: Lee Teng-hui
and Democracy in Asia that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you can pick Taiwan's Statesman: Lee Teng-hui and Democracy in Asia become
your own personal starter.

Kristy Abrahams:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Taiwan's Statesman: Lee Teng-hui and
Democracy in Asia publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Taiwan's Statesman: Lee
Teng-hui and Democracy in Asia as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one
book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

Bonnie Pace:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Taiwan's Statesman: Lee Teng-hui and Democracy in
Asia.
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