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The astonishing story of America’s airwaves, the two friends—one a media mogul, the other a famous
inventor—who made them available to us, and the government which figured out how to put a price on air.

This is the origin story of the airwaves—the foundational technology of the communications age—as told
through the forty-year friendship of an entrepreneurial industrialist and a brilliant inventor.

David Sarnoff, the head of RCA and equal parts Steve Jobs, Jack Welch, and William Randolph Hearst, was
the greatest supporter of his friend Edwin Armstrong, developer of the first amplifier, the modern radio
transmitter, and FM radio. Sarnoff was convinced that Armstrong’s inventions had the power to change the
way societies communicated with each other forever. He would become a visionary captain of the media
industry, even predicting the advent of the Internet.

In the mid-1930s, however, when Armstrong suspected Sarnoff of orchestrating a cadre of government
officials to seize control of the FM airwaves, he committed suicide. Sarnoff had a very different view of who
his friend’s enemies were.

Many corrupt politicians and corporations saw in Armstrong’s inventions the opportunity to commodify our
most ubiquitous natural resource—the air. This early alliance between high tech and business set the
precedent for countless legal and industrial battles over broadband and licensing bandwidth, many of which
continue to influence policy and debate today.
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From reader reviews:

Greta Harty:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject The Network:
The Battle for the Airwaves and the Birth of the Communications Age suitable to you? The book was written
by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Network: The Battle for the Airwaves and the
Birth of the Communications Ageis one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Madelyn McDowell:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Network: The Battle
for the Airwaves and the Birth of the Communications Age that give your fun preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick The Network: The Battle for
the Airwaves and the Birth of the Communications Age become your own personal starter.

Nicole Dilbeck:

You can spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Network: The Battle for the Airwaves
and the Birth of the Communications Age is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Tyler Dean:

Beside this particular The Network: The Battle for the Airwaves and the Birth of the Communications Age in
your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Network: The Battle for the Airwaves and the
Birth of the Communications Age because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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