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A Measure of Malpractice tells the story and presents the results of the Harvard Medical Practice Study, the
largest and most comprehensive investigation ever undertaken of the performance of the medical malpractice
system. The Harvard study was commissioned by the government of New York in 1986, in the midst of a
malpractice crisis that had driven insurance premiums for surgeons and obstetricians in New York City to
nearly $200,000 a year.

The Harvard-based team of doctors, lawyers, economists, and statisticians set out to investigate what was
actually happening to patients in hospitals and to doctors in courtrooms, launching a far more informed
debate about the future of medical liability in the 1990s. Careful analysis of the medical records of 30,000
patients hospitalized in 1984 showed that approximately one in twenty-five patients suffered a disabling
medical injury, one quarter of these as a result of the negligence of a doctor or other provider. After
assembling all the malpractice claims filed in New York State since 1975, the authors found that just one in
eight patients who had been victims of negligence actually filed a malpractice claim, and more than two-
thirds of these claims were filed by the wrong patients.

The study team then interviewed injured patients in the sample to discover the actual financial loss they had
experienced: the key finding was that for roughly the same dollar amount now being spent on a tort system
that compensates only a handful of victims, it would be possible to fund comprehensive disability insurance
for all patients significantly disabled by a medical accident. The authors, who came to the project from very
different perspectives about the present malpractice system, are now in agreement about the value of a new
model of medical liability. Rather than merely tinker with the current system which fixes primary legal
responsibility on individual doctors who can be proved medically negligent-legislatures should encourage
health care organizations to take responsibility for the financial losses of all patients injured in their care.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Jackson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or their
experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about something
that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many kinds of
book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing
some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this A Measure of Malpractice: Medical Injury,
Malpractice Litigation, and Patient Compensation.

Francis Pilkington:

The guide with title A Measure of Malpractice: Medical Injury, Malpractice Litigation, and Patient
Compensation has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Alberto Turcotte:

The book untitled A Measure of Malpractice: Medical Injury, Malpractice Litigation, and Patient
Compensation contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
learn.

Juana Kitchen:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book A Measure of Malpractice: Medical Injury,
Malpractice Litigation, and Patient Compensation to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
available a book and read it. Beside that the e-book A Measure of Malpractice: Medical Injury, Malpractice
Litigation, and Patient Compensation can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing



what must you're doing of that time.
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