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Architectural Graphics Standards by Charles George Ramsey and Harold Reeve Sleeper, first published in
1932 (and now in its eleventh edition), is a definitive technical reference for architects--the one book that
every architect needs to own. The authors, one a draftsman and the other an architect, created a graphic
compilation of standards that amounted to an index of the combined knowledge of their profession. This first
comprehensive history of Ramsey and Sleeper's classic work explores the changing practical uses that this
"draftsman's Bible" has served, as well as the ways in which it has registered the shifts within the
architectural profession since the first half of the twentieth century. When Architectural Graphics Standards
first appeared, architecture was undergoing its transition from vocation to profession--from the draftsman's
craft to the architect's academically based knowledge with a concomitant rise in social status. The older
"drafting culture" gave way to massive postwar changes in design and building practice. Writing a history of
the architectural profession from the bottom up--from the standpoint of the architectural draftsman--George
Barnett Johnston clarifies the role and status of the subordinate architectural workers who once made up the
base of the profession. Johnston's account of the evolution of Ramsey and Sleeper's book also offers a case
study of the social hierarchies embedded within architecture's division of labor. Johnston investigates what
became of the draftsman, and what became of drafting culture, and asks--importantly, in today's era of digital
formats--what price is exacted from architectural labor as architecture pursues new professional ideals.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Bennett:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled
Drafting Culture: A Social History of Architectural Graphic Standards (MIT Press)? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Leslie Hackett:

This Drafting Culture: A Social History of Architectural Graphic Standards (MIT Press) are generally
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Drafting Culture:
A Social History of Architectural Graphic Standards (MIT Press) can be on the list of great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that possibly
will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Drafting Culture: A Social History of
Architectural Graphic Standards (MIT Press) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jay Blanchard:

The book Drafting Culture: A Social History of Architectural Graphic Standards (MIT Press) will bring that
you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Drafting Culture: A Social History of
Architectural Graphic Standards (MIT Press) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Christina Pena:

The publication with title Drafting Culture: A Social History of Architectural Graphic Standards (MIT Press)
has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.
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