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In this provocative book, Anthony Hutchison challenges the belief that the American novel is "antipolitical"
and condemns the relative absence of American literature in studies of the political novel. In Hutchison's
view, our fiction is always informed by the complexities of the American political tradition, and to
acknowledge this is to introduce a new, rewarding chapter of critical inquiry into the study of American
literature.

Focusing on the works of Herman Melville, Gore Vidal, Russell Banks, Lionel Trilling, and Philip Roth,
Hutchison finds a critique of liberalism put forth by classical republicanism, transcendentalism, Marxism,
and neoconservatism at their respective moments of historical ascent. He shows how these authors take very
specific historical periods and episodes for their subject matter and interrogate, critique, and contextualize
pivotal moments in the intellectual history of American liberalism. In their work, liberalism reconstitutes
itself in the face of competing ideological pressures, demonstrating that the novel is very much characterized
by a "republican" concern with the health of the polity.

Considering such artists, philosophers, and theorists as Ralph Waldo Emerson, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Hannah
Arendt, and John Dewey, alongside numerous contemporary commentators and historians, Hutchison
repositions American novelists as serious political thinkers. He reveals Melville's Moby Dick to be the formal
template for the American political novel and compares and contrasts its embodiment of "republican" fiction
with the "democratic" mode Mikhail Bakhtin associates with Dostoevsky. He especially draws attention to
the meaning of republicanism in the early national period, the place of abolitionism in the Civil War, and the
post-1930s liberal retreat from Left radicalism.

By concentrating on the tension between issues of liberalism and morality in the political thought of these
American novelists, Hutchison hopes to advance a more nuanced and textured understanding of the U.S.
political tradition. He scrutinizes a number of critical studies and makes a cogent case for a more
interdisciplinary approach to the American political novel that focuses less on the politics of representation
and more on the representation of politics.
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From reader reviews:

Cornelius Ryerson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your knowledge
by the reserve entitled Writing the Republic: Liberalism and Morality in American Political Fiction. Try to
face the book Writing the Republic: Liberalism and Morality in American Political Fiction as your friend. It
means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Tracy Rendon:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the book untitled Writing the Republic: Liberalism and Morality in American Political Fiction
can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Rocky Melvin:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Writing the Republic: Liberalism and Morality in American Political Fiction the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get ahead of. The Writing the Republic: Liberalism and Morality in American Political
Fiction giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for
your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Bonnie Gallup:

Writing the Republic: Liberalism and Morality in American Political Fiction can be one of your nice books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Writing
the Republic: Liberalism and Morality in American Political Fiction nevertheless doesn't forget the main



place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.
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