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The Swedish scholar and prelate, Olaus Magnus (1490-1557), last Catholic archbishop of Uppsala, lived the
latter half of his life in exile. His devotion to his country and his people never faltered, nor his determination
to give them a glorious place on the European cultural map by his writings. On his justly famous Carta
Marina, published in Venice in 1539, he promised a fuller account of the North and its marvels. This he
accomplished in January 1555 when he issued from his own press in Rome his magnificent Historia de
gentibus septenrionalibus. This quarto volume of 815 pages, divided into 22 books and a total of 778
chapters, was lavishly illustrated with some 480 woodcuts, most of them closely relevant to the technical
matters discussed by the author. The book was an immediate success, and half a dozen editions appeared in
the century after Olaus’s death. It became even better known in an epitome published in Antwerp in 1558,
which was also frequently reprinted and translated. This appeared in English in 1658, but it is only with the
present version, complete with illustrations, that the whole work is made available to the English-reading
world. It is indeed only the second full translation to appear in modern times, preceded a Swedish version
published in four parts between 1909 and 1925. There is little history in the sense of chronological narrative
in Olaus Magnus’s Historia. It is rightly regarded as an ethnographic essay on an encyclopaedic scale,
touching on a vast variety of topics, snowflakes and sea-serpents, elks and artillery, sables and saltpetre,
watermills and werewolves. Much of it was culled from ancient authorities- it was a matter of patriotic pride
to identify the Swedes as the only legitimate descendants of the Goths- but much of it was derived from the
author’s personal observations, especially those made on his early travels in North Sweden. His pioneering
and sympathetic account of the Lapps and their way of life has attracted p
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From reader reviews:

Gilbert Albright:

Olaus Magnus, A Description of the Northern Peoples, 1555: Volume II (Hakluyt Society, Second Series) (v.
2) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-
book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing Olaus Magnus, A Description of the Northern Peoples, 1555:
Volume II (Hakluyt Society, Second Series) (v. 2) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Emilio Lutz:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, and soon. The Olaus Magnus, A Description of the Northern Peoples, 1555: Volume II (Hakluyt
Society, Second Series) (v. 2) provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Eddie Patten:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Olaus Magnus, A Description of the Northern Peoples, 1555: Volume
II (Hakluyt Society, Second Series) (v. 2) this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this
world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Gaye Lewis:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Olaus Magnus, A Description of the Northern Peoples, 1555: Volume II
(Hakluyt Society, Second Series) (v. 2) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of



book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era
like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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