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 This wide-ranging, ambitiously interdisciplinary study traces jazz's influence on African American poetry
from the Harlem Renaissance to contemporary spoken word poetry. Examining established poets such as
Langston Hughes, Ntozake Shange, and Nathaniel Mackey as well as a generation of up-and-coming
contemporary writers and performers, Meta DuEwa Jones highlights the intersections of race, gender, and
sexuality within the jazz tradition and its representation in poetry. Applying prosodic analysis to emphasize
the musicality of African American poetic performance, she examines the gendered meanings evident in
collaborative performances and in the criticism, images, and sounds circulating within jazz cultures.

Jones also considers poets who participated in contemporary venues for black writing such as the Dark
Room Collective and the Cave Canem Foundation, including Harryette Mullen, Elizabeth Alexander, and
Carl Phillips. Incorporating a finely honed discussion of the Black Arts Movement, the poetry-jazz fusion of
the late 1950s, and slam and spoken word performance milieus such as Def Poetry Jam, she focuses on jazz
and hip hop-influenced performance artists including Tracie Morris, Saul Williams, and Jessica Care Moore.
 
Through attention to cadence, rhythm, and structure, The Muse is Music fills a gap in literary scholarship by
attending to issues of gender in jazz and poetry and by analyzing recordings of poets both with and without
musical accompaniment. Applying the methodology of textual close reading to a critical "close listening" of
American poetry's resonant soundscape, Jones's analyses include exploring the formal innovation and queer
performance of Langston Hughes's recorded collaboration with jazz musicians, delineating the relationship
between punctuation and performance in the post-soul John Coltrane poem, and closely examining jazz
improvisation and hip-hop stylization. An elaborate articulation of the connections between jazz, poetry and
spoken word, and gender, The Muse Is Music offers valuable criticism of specific texts and performances and
a convincing argument about the shape of jazz and African-American poetic performance in the
contemporary era.
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From reader reviews:

James Ellis:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Muse is Music: Jazz Poetry from the Harlem Renaissance to Spoken
Word (New Black Studies Series). Try to make the book The Muse is Music: Jazz Poetry from the Harlem
Renaissance to Spoken Word (New Black Studies Series) as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

James Moore:

This book untitled The Muse is Music: Jazz Poetry from the Harlem Renaissance to Spoken Word (New
Black Studies Series) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read
this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this guide from your list.

Christopher Parker:

This The Muse is Music: Jazz Poetry from the Harlem Renaissance to Spoken Word (New Black Studies
Series) is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who else always
deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using
great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can
have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information
with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Muse is Music: Jazz Poetry from the Harlem Renaissance to
Spoken Word (New Black Studies Series) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this e-
book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that
will?

Irene Robertson:

You can find this The Muse is Music: Jazz Poetry from the Harlem Renaissance to Spoken Word (New
Black Studies Series) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you
just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways



to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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