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Samurai arms and equipment are widely recognized as masterpieces in steel, silk, and lacquer. This

extensively illustrated volume is published in conjunction with the first comprehensive exhibition devoted to

the arts of the samurai. It includes the finest examples of swords—the spirit of the samurai—as well as sword

mountings and fittings, armor and helmets, saddles, banners, and paintings. The objects in the catalogue,

drawn entirely from public and private collections in Japan, feature more than 100 officially designated

national treasures and important cultural properties. Dating from the 5th to the 19th century, these majestic

works offer a complete picture of samurai culture and its unique blend of the martial and the refined.

 

Many of the greatest Japanese blade makers are represented in this volume, from the earliest koto ("old

sword") masters such as Yasuie (12th century) and Tomomitsu (14th century) to the Edo-period smiths

Nagasone Kotetsu and Kiyomaro. These blades, cherished as much for their beauty as for their cutting

effectiveness, were equipped with elaborate hilts and scabbards prized for their exquisite craftsmanship and

materials, including silk, rayskin, gold, lacquer, and alloys unique to Japan, such as shakudo and shibuichi.

Japanese armor is also fully surveyed, from the rarest iron armor of the Kofun period (5th century) to the

inventive ceremonial helmets made toward the end of the age of the samurai.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Flynt:

This Art of the Samurai: Japanese Arms and Armor, 1156-1868 (Metropolitan Museum of Art) book is
simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this
book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This Art of the Samurai: Japanese Arms and Armor,
1156-1868 (Metropolitan Museum of Art) without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical
in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Art of the Samurai: Japanese Arms and Armor, 1156-
1868 (Metropolitan Museum of Art) can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Art of the Samurai:
Japanese Arms and Armor, 1156-1868 (Metropolitan Museum of Art) having excellent arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Carrie Correll:

This Art of the Samurai: Japanese Arms and Armor, 1156-1868 (Metropolitan Museum of Art) is great e-
book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still
have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can
claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Art of the Samurai: Japanese Arms and Armor, 1156-1868 (Metropolitan Museum of Art)
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that
no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Sergio Hawkinson:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Art of the Samurai: Japanese Arms
and Armor, 1156-1868 (Metropolitan Museum of Art) is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Lorene Lord:

This Art of the Samurai: Japanese Arms and Armor, 1156-1868 (Metropolitan Museum of Art) is brand-new
way for you who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you
in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading
this Art of the Samurai: Japanese Arms and Armor, 1156-1868 (Metropolitan Museum of Art) can be the
light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These



books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People
who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So
, don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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