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This eye-catching book presents Japan's finest gardens as interpreted by leading photographers and Teiji
Itoh, preeminent spokesman for Japan's magnificent garden tradition. Beginning with early agricultural and
religious practices, Professor Itoh describes how the major garden types-from microcosmic stone-and-gravel
compositions and tea-ceremony settings to spacious landscapes for strolling-evolved from a rich mingling of
native and foreign influences. While never totally rejecting outside influence, the Japanese nevertheless
willfully misinterpreted rigid Chinese models to suit their own tastes and infused Zen gardens with a
sensitivity to material born of their native Shinto animist faith. Even today, garden designers responding to
new building styles and ways of living still preserve the impeccable sense of design and intimacy with nature
that are the hallmark of the Japanese tradition.

Each page is packed with information, anecdote, and every kind of illustration-maps, plans, sketches,
reproductions from ancient books, and photographs of great gardens and historical figures. One chapter is
wholly devoted to Kyoto's famous Moss Temple, while another visits modern-day temple, tea, and country
gardens to offer a rare look beyond the private gates and into the hearts of people who actually enjoy these
gardens in their daily lives. There is an examination of the important elements-stones, lanterns, pathways,
basins, plantings, fences-and at the end a special appendix gives Teiji Itoh's personal choice of gardens to
visit in Japan, including addresses, descriptions, and hints on when to go and what to look for.

The Gardens of Japan is by far the most delightful and informative volume in the field. With 96 pages of
superb color, it is in every detail a fitting celebration of nature's beauty, joy, and meaning.

The present format is a slightly reduced version of the original published in 1984 under the same title, but in
almost every other detail it is an exact replica.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Richardson:

This The Gardens of Japan book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will
get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Gardens
of Japan without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't become worry The Gardens of Japan can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Gardens of Japan
having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Jessie Lloyd:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Gardens of Japan, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

William Evans:

The publication untitled The Gardens of Japan is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see
the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write
the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-
book of The Gardens of Japan from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Tommy Worm:

This The Gardens of Japan is great publication for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data
accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Gardens of Japan in your hand
like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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