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In this path-breaking book Linda Colley reappraises the rise of the biggest empire in global history.
Excavating the lives of some of the multitudes of Britons held captive in the lands their own rulers sought to
conquer, Colley also offers an intimate understanding of the peoples and cultures of the Mediterranean,
North America, India, and Afghanistan.

Here are harrowing, sometimes poignant stories by soldiers and sailors and their womenfolk, by traders and
con men and by white as well as black slaves. By exploring these forgotten captives – and their captors –
Colley reveals how Britain’s emerging empire was often tentative and subject to profound insecurities and
limitations. She evokes how British empire was experienced by the mass of poor whites who created it. She
shows how imperial racism coexisted with cross-cultural collaborations, and how the gulf between
Protestantism and Islam, which some have viewed as central to this empire, was often smaller than expected.
Brilliantly written and richly illustrated, Captives is an invitation to think again about a piece of history too
often viewed in the same old way. It is also a powerful contribution to current debates about the meanings,
persistence, and drawbacks of empire.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question since just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Captives: Britain, Empire, and
the World, 1600-1850 to read.

Charles Carey:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Captives: Britain, Empire, and the
World, 1600-1850 book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Marianne Guzman:

The feeling that you get from Captives: Britain, Empire, and the World, 1600-1850 may be the more deep
you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Captives: Britain, Empire, and the World, 1600-1850 giving
you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through
anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Captives: Britain, Empire, and the
World, 1600-1850 instantly.

Dana Barker:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Captives: Britain, Empire, and the World,
1600-1850 can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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