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Over the course of a little less than twenty years, inventor Frank J. Sprague (1857-1934) achieved an
astonishing series of technological breakthroughs--from pioneering work in self-governing motors to
developing the first full-scale operational electric railway system--all while commercializing his inventions
and promoting them (and himself as their inventor) to financial backers and the public. In Engineering
Invention, Frederick Dalzell tells Sprague's story, setting it against the backdrop of one of the most dynamic
periods in the history of technology. In a burst of innovation during these years, Sprague and his
contemporaries--Thomas Edison, Nicolas Tesla, Elmer Sperry, George Westinghouse, and others--
transformed the technologies of electricity and reshaped modern life. After working briefly for Edison,
Sprague started the Sprague Electric Railway and Motor Company; designed and built an electric railroad
system for Richmond, Virginia; sold his company to Edison and went into the field of electric elevators;
almost accidentally discovered a multiple-control system that could equip electric train systems for mass
transit; started a third company to commercialize this; then sold this company to Edison and retired
(temporarily). Throughout his career, Dalzell tells us, Sprague framed technology as invention, cast himself
as hero, and staged his technologies as dramas. He toiled against the odds, scraped together resources to
found companies, bet those companies on technical feats--and pulled it off, multiple times. The idea of the
"heroic inventor" is not, of course, the only way to frame the history of technology. Nevertheless, as Dalzell
shows, Sprague, Edison, and others crafted the role consciously and actively, using it to generate vital
impetus behind the process of innovation.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Lopez:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everyone
has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because just their can do that will. It
said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de
infancia until university need this kind of Engineering Invention: Frank J. Sprague and the U.S. Electrical
Industry to read.

David Moore:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read
is definitely Engineering Invention: Frank J. Sprague and the U.S. Electrical Industry.

Eun Russell:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. Engineering Invention: Frank J. Sprague and the U.S. Electrical Industry can be your
answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Helen Price:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Engineering Invention: Frank J. Sprague and the U.S. Electrical Industry provide you with a new experience
in looking at a book.
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