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This groundbreaking book attempts a fully contextualized reading of the poetry written by Pindar for Hieron
of Syracuse in the 470s BC. It argues that the victory odes and other occasional songs composed by Pindar
for the Sicilian tyrant were part of an extensive cultural program that included athletic competition, coinage,
architecture, sanctuary dedication, city foundation, and much more. In the tumultuous years following the
Persian invasion of Greece in 480, elite Greek leaders and their cities struggled to capitalize on the Greek
victory and to define themselves as free peoples who triumphed over the threat of Persian monarchy. Pindar's
victory odes are an important contribution to Hieron's goal of panhellenic pre-eminence, redescribing
contemporary tyranny as an instantiation of golden-age kingship and consonant with best Greek tradition. In
a delicate process of cultural legitimation, the poet's praise deploys athletic victories as a signs of more
general preeminence. Three initial chapters set the stage by presenting the history and culture of Syracuse
under the Deinomenid tyrants, exploring issues of performance and patronage, and juxtaposing Hieron to
rival Greek leaders on the mainland. Subsequent chapters examine in turn all Pindar's preserved poetry for
Hieron and members of his court, and contextualizes this poetry by comparing it to the songs written for
Hieron by Pindar's poetic contemporary, Bacchylides. These odes develop a specifically "tyrannical"
mythology in which a hero from the past enjoys unusual closeness with the gods, only to bring ruin on him
or herself by failing to manage this closeness appropriately. Such negative exemplars counterbalance
Hieron's good fortune and present the dangers against which he must (and does) protect himself by regal
virtue. The readings that emerge are marked by exceptional integration of literary interpretation with the
political/historical context.
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From reader reviews:

George Oneal:

Here thing why this specific Pindar and the Construction of Syracusan Monarchy in the Fifth Century B.C.
(Greeks Overseas) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Pindar and the
Construction of Syracusan Monarchy in the Fifth Century B.C. (Greeks Overseas) giving you information
deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with
Pindar and the Construction of Syracusan Monarchy in the Fifth Century B.C. (Greeks Overseas). It gives
you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even
in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Pindar and the Construction of Syracusan Monarchy in the Fifth Century B.C. (Greeks Overseas) in e-book
can be your substitute.

Lou Morton:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Pindar and the Construction of Syracusan Monarchy in the Fifth Century B.C.
(Greeks Overseas) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Pindar and the Construction of Syracusan
Monarchy in the Fifth Century B.C. (Greeks Overseas) content conveys thinking easily to understand by a
lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as
it. So , do you even now thinking Pindar and the Construction of Syracusan Monarchy in the Fifth Century
B.C. (Greeks Overseas) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Corey Barksdale:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Pindar and the Construction of Syracusan Monarchy in
the Fifth Century B.C. (Greeks Overseas) as the daily resource information.

John Cheung:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you



should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top list in your reading list is Pindar and the Construction of Syracusan Monarchy in the Fifth
Century B.C. (Greeks Overseas). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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