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Benjamin Franklin and his contemporaries brought the Enlightenment to America--an intellectual revolution
that laid the foundation for the political one that followed. With the "first Drudgery" of settling the American
colonies now well and truly past, Franklin announced in 1743, it was high time that the colonists set about
improving the lot of humankind through collaborative inquiry. From Franklin's idea emerged the American
Philosophical Society, an association hosted in Philadelphia and dedicated to the harnessing of man's
intellectual and creative powers for the common good. The animus behind the Society was and is a
disarmingly simple one-that the value of knowledge is directly proportional to its utility. This straightforward
idea has left a profound mark on American society and culture and on the very idea of America itself-and
through America, on the world as a whole.

From celebrated historian of knowledge Jonathan Lyons comes The Society for Useful Knowledge, telling the
story of America's coming-of-age through its historic love affair with practical invention, applied science,
and self-reliance. Offering fresh, original portraits of figures like Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Rush, and the
inimitable, endlessly inventive Franklin, Lyons gives us vital new perspective on the American founding. He
illustrates how the movement for useful knowledge is key to understanding the flow of American society and
culture from colonial times to our digital present.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Ruiz:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Society for Useful Knowledge: How Benjamin
Franklin and Friends Brought the Enlightenment to America as the daily resource information.

Jennifer Perez:

This The Society for Useful Knowledge: How Benjamin Franklin and Friends Brought the Enlightenment to
America is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also
always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
information accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Society for Useful
Knowledge: How Benjamin Franklin and Friends Brought the Enlightenment to America in your hand like
having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Pat Billings:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This The Society for Useful Knowledge:
How Benjamin Franklin and Friends Brought the Enlightenment to America is simple to create you can read
it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Christina Fitts:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book The Society for Useful Knowledge: How Benjamin Franklin and
Friends Brought the Enlightenment to America was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add
your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern
era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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