
Measuring America: How an Untamed Wilderness
Shaped the United States and Fulfilled the Promise

of Democracy
Andro Linklater

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0802713963
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0802713963
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0802713963


Measuring America: How an Untamed Wilderness Shaped
the United States and Fulfilled the Promise of Democracy

Andro Linklater

Measuring America: How an Untamed Wilderness Shaped the United States and Fulfilled the Promise
of Democracy Andro Linklater

Measuring America is the fascinating, provocative, and eye-opening story of why America has ended up
with its unique system of weights and measures?the American Customary System, unlike any other in the
world?and how this has profoundly shaped our country and culture. In the process, Measuring America
reveals the colossal power contained inside the acres and miles, ounces and pounds, that we use every day
without ever realizing their significance.

The most urgent problem facing the newly independent United States was how to pay for the war that won
the country its freedom; America's debt was enormous. Its greatest asset was the land west of the Ohio River,
but for this huge territory to be sold, it had first to be surveyed?that is, measured out and mapped. And before
that could be done, a uniform set of measurements had to be chosen for the new republic. English, Scottish,
German, Dutch, Scandinavian, and other settlers had all brought their own systems with them (more than
100,000 different units are reckoned to have been in daily use), and in his first address to Congress, George
Washington put the establishment of a single system of weights and measures immediately after a national
defense and a currency as the United States' most urgent priority.

The debate on this vital measure took place at a critical moment in the history of ideas, when the traditional,
subjective view of the world was being increasingly challenged by objective, scientific reasoning. Thomas
Jefferson?supported by Washington, Adams, Madison, Monroe, even Hamilton?championed the new idea of
a scientific 10-based system derived from some universal constant such as time or the size of the earth. Such
an alliance should have ensured a decimal America, but ranged against them was the invisible genius of
Edmund Gunter, the seventeenth-century English mathematician whose twenty-two-yard surveying chain,
introduced in 1607, had revolutionized land ownership in Britain and was still used by every surveyor in
America?including Thomas Hutchins and his successors in charge of the land survey on the Ohio frontier.

How we ultimately gained the American Customary System?the last traditional system in the world?and how
Gunter's chain indelibly imprinted its dimensions on the land, on cities, and on our culture from coast to
coast is both an exciting human and intellectual drama and one of the great untold stories in American
history. At a time when the metric system may finally be unstoppable, Andro Linklater has captured the
essential nature of measurement just as the Founding Fathers understood it. Sagely argued and beautifully
written, Measuring America offers readers nothing less than the opportunity to see America's history?and our
democracy?in a brilliant new light.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Keeler:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Measuring
America: How an Untamed Wilderness Shaped the United States and Fulfilled the Promise of Democracy?
Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Glenn Wallin:

This book untitled Measuring America: How an Untamed Wilderness Shaped the United States and Fulfilled
the Promise of Democracy to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you
read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book
shop or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for
your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Gregory McKinney:

The book untitled Measuring America: How an Untamed Wilderness Shaped the United States and Fulfilled
the Promise of Democracy contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item.
The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official
web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Joel Padilla:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Measuring America: How an Untamed Wilderness Shaped
the United States and Fulfilled the Promise of Democracy was colorful and of course has pictures around. As
we know that book Measuring America: How an Untamed Wilderness Shaped the United States and
Fulfilled the Promise of Democracy has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit
your needs and try to like reading this.
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