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A millennium ago, Baghdad was the capital of one of history’s greatest civilizations. A new Islamic era was
under way. Yet despite the profound cultural achievements, many Muslims felt their society had gone astray.
Shi?a Muslims challenged the dominant narrative of Islamic success with stories of loss. Faithful Muslims
have long debated whether Sunni caliphs or Shi?a imams were the true heirs of the Prophet Muhammad.
More influential has been the way Muslim communities remembered those disputes through stories that
influenced how to think and feel about them, Matthew Pierce argues.

Twelve Infallible Men focuses on the role of narratives of the imams in the development of a distinct Shi?a
identity. During the tenth century, at a critical juncture in Islamic history, a group of scholars began
assembling definitive works containing accounts of the twelve imams’ lives. These collective biographies
constructed a sacred history, portraying the imams as strong, beautiful, learned, and pious. Miracles
surrounded their birth, and they became miracle workers in turn, but were nevertheless betrayed and
martyred by enemies.

These biographies inspired and entertained, but more importantly they offered a meaningful narrative of
history for Muslims who revered the imams. The accounts invoked shared memories and shaped communal
responses and ritual practices of grieving. Mourning the imams’ tragic fates helped nascent Shi?a
communities resist the pressure to forget their story. The biographies of the imams became a focal point of
cultural memory, inspiring Shi?a religious imagination for centuries to come.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Farrow:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Twelve Infallible Men:
The Imams and the Making of Shi'ism is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Traci Daniels:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may
be the publication untitled Twelve Infallible Men: The Imams and the Making of Shi'ism can be excellent
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Kimberly Gomez:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Twelve Infallible Men: The Imams and the
Making of Shi'ism is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Harold Young:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Twelve Infallible Men: The Imams and the Making of
Shi'ism was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Twelve Infallible
Men: The Imams and the Making of Shi'ism has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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