
The Nature Study Movement: The Forgotten
Popularizer of America's Conservation Ethic

Kevin C. Armitage

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=070061673X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=070061673X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=070061673X


The Nature Study Movement: The Forgotten Popularizer of
America's Conservation Ethic

Kevin C. Armitage

The Nature Study Movement: The Forgotten Popularizer of America's Conservation Ethic Kevin C.
Armitage
Beginning in the late nineteenth century, thousands of Americans turned to an unexpected pastime that had
been theirs to take up all along: the study of nature. Armed with cameras and collecting jars, everyday
citizens wandered the country's forests, prairies, and mountains to gain an appreciation of local flora and
fauna and to escape the increasingly industrialized world as well.

Kevin Armitage presents the first comprehensive history of the nature study movement, demonstrating its
significance to American environmental thought and politics. He shows how nature study, as both a
pedagogic and popular idea, has had a lasting effect on American culture and society, and his reevaluation of
the movement has much to tell us about the American relationship with the nonhuman world.

Armitage explains that the ways in which nature study advocates tried to reconcile science with spirit were
surprising, incomplete, and sometimes contradictory. As Progressive Era Americans embraced scientific
modernity, they became increasingly uneasy about the dispassionate character of social and economic life,
turning to nature for unmediated experiences that might enhance the joy of living. By examining the complex
ways American culture struggled with science and its application to the natural world, Armitage shows how
the development of nature study reflected the social dynamics of an emerging industrial society and exerted a
decisive influence on some of the great conservationists of the twentieth century, including Aldo Leopold
and Rachel Carson, both of whom were encouraged to study nature at an early age.

Armitage reveals how nature study advocates, notably progressive educators, devoted themselves to
inculcating an appreciation of nature among children through direct contact with the natural world. Indeed,
by 1907 "Nature Study" had been incorporated into a great many school curricula. He also tells how
educators like John Dewey and Booker T. Washington contributed to conservationist thought and includes
biographical sketches of some of the major, if often overlooked, nature study conservationists: Anna
Botsford Comstock, Ernest Thompson Seton, Mabel Osgood Wright, Gene Stratton Porter, and Liberty Hyde
Bailey.

The nature study movement left a rich legacy that has been too long overlooked. Armitage shows that the
personal study of nature remains central to modern environmentalism-and that in nature study one finds
much that is universal to modern America.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Beasley:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Nature Study Movement: The Forgotten Popularizer of
America's Conservation Ethic.

Toni Williams:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is
this The Nature Study Movement: The Forgotten Popularizer of America's Conservation Ethic.

Edna Barnett:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Nature Study Movement: The
Forgotten Popularizer of America's Conservation Ethic reserve written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you
still doubt The Nature Study Movement: The Forgotten Popularizer of America's Conservation Ethic as good
book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine
book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Francis King:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Nature Study Movement: The Forgotten
Popularizer of America's Conservation Ethic can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So
what these publications have than the others?
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