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This is a book on the evolution of Cambrian fauna by Harvard paleontologist Stephen Jay Gould. The
volume was the 1991 winner of The Aventis Prizes for Science Books, and a 1991 finalist for the Pulitzer
Prize. The theme of the book is still being debated among evolutionary thinkers today.Gould explains why
the diversity of the Burgess Shale is important in understanding the past and in shaping the way we ponder
the riddle of existence and the awesome improbability of human evolution. Gould proposed that given a
chance to "rewind the universe" and flip the coin of natural selection again, we might find ourselves living in
a world populated by descendants of Hallucigenia rather than Pikaia. This seems to indicate that fitness for
existing conditions does not ensure long-term survival, especially when conditions change rapidly, and that
the survival of many species depends more on chance events and features, which Gould terms exaptations,
fortuitously beneficial under future conditions than on features best adapted under the present environment.
"[An] extraordinary book. . . . Mr. Gould is an exceptional combination of scientist and science writer. . . .
He is thus exceptionally well placed to tell these stories, and he tells them with fervor and intelligence."-
James Gleick, New York Times Book Review High in the Canadian Rockies is a small limestone quarry
formed 530 million years ago called the Burgess Shale. It hold the remains of an ancient sea where dozens of
strange creatures lived-a forgotten corner of evolution preserved in awesome detail. In this book Stephen Jay
Gould explores what the Burgess Shale tells us about evolution and the nature of history.
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From reader reviews:

Stevie Mozingo:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Wonderful Life The Burgess Shale and the Nature of History BYGould.
Try to make book Wonderful Life The Burgess Shale and the Nature of History BYGould as your good
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

Geraldine Dube:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day
to reading a guide. The book Wonderful Life The Burgess Shale and the Nature of History BYGould it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book possesses high quality.

Edward Strode:

Beside that Wonderful Life The Burgess Shale and the Nature of History BYGould in your phone, it may
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Wonderful Life The Burgess Shale and the Nature of History BYGould
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's
all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot
be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read
it from now!

Ella Straw:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Wonderful Life The Burgess Shale
and the Nature of History BYGould can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so
out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what



these books have than the others?
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