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Born Eileen Mary Challansin London in 1905, Mary Renault wrote six successful contemporary novels
before turning to the historical fiction about ancient Greece for which she is best known. While Renault's
novels are still highly regarded, her life and work have never been completely examined. Caroline Zilboorg
seeks to remedy thisin The Masks of Mary Renault by exploring Renault's identity as a gifted writer and a
sexual woman in a society in which neither of these identities was clear or easy.

Although Renault's life was anything but ordinary, this fact has often been obscured by her writing. The
daughter of a doctor, she grew up comfortably and attended a boarding school in Bristol. She received a
degree in English from St. Hugh's College in Oxford in 1928, but she chose not to pursue an academic
career. Instead, she decided to attend the Radcliffe Infirmary in Oxford, where she trained to be a nurse.
With the outbreak of the Second World War, she was assigned to the Winford Emergency Hospital in Bristol
and briefly worked with Dunkirk evacuees. She went on to work in the Radcliffe Infirmary's brain surgery
ward and was there until 1945.

It was during her nurse's training that Renault met Julie Mullard, who became her lifelong companion. This
important leshian relationship both resolved and posed many problems for Renault, not the least of which
was how she was to write about issues at once intensely personal and socially challenging. In 1939, Renault
published her first novel under a pseudonym in order to mask her identity. It was atime when she was
struggling not only with her vocation (nhursing and writing), but also with her sexual identity in the social and
moral context of English life during the war.

In 1948, Renault left England with Mullard for South Africa and never returned. It was in South Africa that
she made the shift from her early contemporary novels of mannersto the mature historical novels of Hellenic
life. The classical settings allowed Renault to mask material too explosive to deal with directly while
simultaneously giving her an "academic" freedom to write about subjects vital to her—among them war,
peace, career, women's roles, female and male homosexuality, and bisexuality.

Renault's reception complicates an understanding of her achievement, for she has a special status within the
academic community, where she is both widely read and little written about. Her interest in sexuality and
specifically in homosexuality and bisexuality, in fluid gender roles and identities, warrants a rereading and
reevaluation of her work. Eloquently written and extensively researched, The Masks of Mary Renault will be
of special value to anyone interested in women's studies or English literature.
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From reader reviews:
Ira Knudsen:

The book untitled The Masks of Mary Renault: A Literary Biography contain alot of information on the
idea. The writer explains your girlfriend ideawith easy technique. The language is very simple to implement
all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous
author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have anice learn.

Mildred Kelly:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Masks of Mary Renault: A Literary
Biography which is obtaining the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's find.

Edwin Ball:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. Thisreserve The Masks of Mary Renault: A Literary Biography wasfilled
regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some peopl e has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike at this point, many waysto get book that you wanted.

Delores K eener:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful pictureson there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Masks of Mary Renault: A Literary Biography can make
you sense more interested to read.
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