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"It is impossible / That any clerk wol speke good of wyves." Behind the words of Chaucer's Wife of Bath lies
a vast corpus of medieval misogynistic writings. These texts, which range from those of the Church Fathers
to a rich array of vernacular literature, have had a profound effect on the status of women in the West.
Despite the recent surge of investigations into women's situation, however, no one book has sought to collect
the key voices of medieval antifeminism, let alone to present the voices sometimes raised, even at that epoch,
in defence of women. This new volume meets the urgent need for a single and substantial sourcebook of
these materials in modern translation, including an introduction, notes, and commentary. The accessibility of
the better-known texts here (from Jerome to Walter Map; from Héloise and Abelard to Christine de Pizan
and Chaucer) will be welcomed by those engaged in medieval and women's studies; the lesser-known
writings concerning, for instance, the sexual "double standard", and women and the priesthood, will provide
unexpected discoveries for specialists and beginners alike. The book also features a surprising range of early
texts championing women--including material never previously available in translation.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Simmons:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These
are reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Woman Defamed and Woman Defended: An Anthology of Medieval
Texts.

Armando Ceballos:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Woman Defamed and Woman Defended: An Anthology of Medieval Texts
book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer associated with Woman Defamed and Woman Defended: An Anthology of Medieval Texts
content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Woman Defamed and
Woman Defended: An Anthology of Medieval Texts is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Marjorie Thompson:

The ability that you get from Woman Defamed and Woman Defended: An Anthology of Medieval Texts is a
more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Woman Defamed and Woman Defended: An
Anthology of Medieval Texts giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
Woman Defamed and Woman Defended: An Anthology of Medieval Texts instantly.

William Looney:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Woman Defamed and Woman Defended: An Anthology of Medieval Texts your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one application form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Woman Defamed and Woman
Defended: An Anthology of Medieval Texts giving you yet another experience more than blown away your



mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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